SAM35 Radio Scale
A scale competition for simple scale models.

One of the problems which I hear free flight scale modellers talking about is the difficulty of finding somewhere to fly their models.  As a result I see models being trimmed during the course of a competition and a number of free flight scale modellers have started fitting radio to their models just for the purpose of trimming and test flying.

Having done this myself, it occurred to me that fun could be had with a competition specifically designed for models with no more than 3 channel radio control. To make it easy to enter the rules have been kept to a minimum with I hope enough of a challenge to encourage building and flying of scale models.

Any traditionally built scale model of a real aeroplane built from scratch, a kit or a plan is eligible.  There are separate classes for I/C and electric.  
The maximum engine size is 2.00 cc for I/C or 200 watts of power if electric.  Rudder elevator and throttle control only.  2.4ghz radio only.
 There are many interesting kits and plans that lend themselves to this.  Many of the free flight scale plans in the Aeromodeller handbook could be converted to 2 or 3 channel radio.  The Keil Kraft Super Scale series could also work.  Eddie Riding plans could be converted and there are many plans on the Outerzone.
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The APS Puss Moth might prove a suitable competitor 
There will be separate trophies for both electric and I/C classes.

The only documentation required is the plan used to build the model and a photograph of the aeroplane being modelled.

Static judging of the model will be based firstly on workmanship and secondly on the finishing of the model.  The judge will want to feel that it is an accurate representation of the aeroplane being modelled.

The model will be judged for authenticity in flight.  The short flight will include a number of required manoeuvres which will be marked for smoothness and realism in execution.
The judged manoeuvres will be:

1
Take off. Where conditions do not allow for take off pilots may opt for a  hand launch of the 
model. 

2
Climb to cruising height of 100ft, flying either a left or right hand circuit  to over fly the take 
off area.   
3
Once at cruising height, fly a figure of eight circuit with the centre in front of the judge.
4
Fly a rectangular circuit with the long leg of the circuit in front of the judge.

5
Land the model in front of the judge.

The pilot to call out the manoeuvre being flown to the judge before commencing each manoeuvre.

The emphasis here is on fun.  It would be quite possible to fly the a model built for this competition in a FF scale competition (with radio disconnected),  in the spot landing competition ( with only rudder connected) and in the precision competition.  The SAM35 Radio Scale competition will be run at the SAM35 Retro Fest in June 2019.  Lots of time to peruse your plans or dig out that scale kit that you would have built if only you had somewhere to fly it.  I look forward to seeing you efforts. 
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The Eddie Riding Chrislea Super Ace would work
